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ABSTRACT 



This thesis explores the influence of Islam in Turkey 
today. Dealing primarily with Republican Turkey, the inflU' 
ence of Islam is traced through the development of the 
various Turkish constitutions, through a brief study of the 
political elite structure, and finally by looking at the 
individual Turk. 

Although Islam is being seen as slowly being eroded by 
' secularization-by-modernization, ' it is still seen as a 
very strong, if subtle, force in the Turkish social fabric. 
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NOTES ON LANGUAGE AND TRANSLITERATION 



In the interest of simplicity, use of transliteration 
has been generally limited to proper names, except in cases 
where a work or phrase of Ottoman Turkish or Arabic has 
special meaning. In these instances, the transliteration 
is used as found in the source material. 

Additionally, different translators from different 
periods have found rather diverse spellings of standard 
terms to their liking. In these cases, too, quotes use 
spellings as found in the source, while the general text of 
the paper uses whatever seems to be in most common usage 
today. Examples would be: for Islamic holy law, Shari' a, 

Sheri, Sheri-eh, Sheriah, and Cheri; or for the Ottoman 
Sultan, Abdulhamid, Abdulhamit, and Abdul Hamid. 

Another problem arises with oz Turkge — the new 'pure' 
Turkish written in the Latin alphabet. Generally, the 
letters are pronounced in similar fashion to English with 
these major exceptions: 

c = j as in John 

? = ch as in church 

g = soft g, similar to running together the words 'I am' 

0 = the German o in of tnen 

9 = sh as in short 

11 = u in French tu or u in German shutzen 

1 = varies from i in machine to u in radium 

(Turkish has two separate i's — one dotted and one 
undotted. In this paper, all i's will be dotted for 
simplicity. ) 



6 



I. 



INTRODUCTION 



From its beginnings, Islam has represented a comprehen- 
sive attempt to fully integrate every aspect of society — from 
government to hygiene — into the realm of religion. The 
drift away from Islam in governmental affairs began quite 
soon and has continued at varied rates in most of Islamic 
world until the present day. More recently, however, an 
upsurge of Islamic fundamentalism has been seen leading 
countries such as Libya and Pakistan, and of course Iran, 
to dramatic changes in their governments and a general re- 
thinking of their positions relative to other Islamic nations 
as well as the world at large. 

Osman I (1280-1324) founded the Ottoman Empire as a gazi , 
or fighter for the faith of Islam. During the early years 
of the empire, this spirit prevailed enabling the House of 
Osman eventually to subdue the infidels up to the very gates 
of Vienna. This rather aggressive brand of Islam enabled 
the Ottomans to achieve a firm hold over the settled Arab 
portions of the Middle East and gave them an excellent claim 
to the Caliphate. 

Although the position of the Sultan-Caliph as both head- 
of-state and the chief officer of the faith technically made 
the empire a theocracy, piety was not able to prevent deca- 
dence in large measure and Islam eventually came to be more 
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a means of keeping Muslim subjects in line than a governmental 
and social philosophy. 

Arguments have been made in nearly all the Islamic nations 
where an Islamic revival has been proposed that the end of 
greatness coincided with a decline in piety. This argument 
has been made in Turkey, as well. 

Ataturk, on the other hand, saw Islam as an unproductive 
relic of a bygone age and, as one of his earliest reforms, 
he abolished the Caliphate (3 March 1924). This, coupled 
with his numerous other secularizing reforms, served to set 
Republican Turkey firmly on the path of Westernization. 

During the early period of Westernization/modernization, 
progress was understandably slow due to the world-wide depres- 
sion and the Second World War. Because the spirit of the 
reforms had ofttimes reached beyond the public sector only 
superficially and because, as is often the case, crises often 
prompt people to turn to spiritual concerns, there was a 
popular outcry for lessening of state restrictions on religion. 
To some extent, this was done by both the Republican People's 
Party (RPP) and the Democratic Party (DP) . 

The economic success of the 1950's brought about by a 
combination of Marshall Plan economic aid, membership in NATO, 
and the general world-wide post-war boom served to increase 
the pace of modernization and its bedfellows urbanization 
and secularization. Like all good things, however, this 
prosperity proved fleeting. 
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In most of the world the decades of the 1960 's and 1970's 
have brought unrest and some instability. In Turkey there 
have been crises. 

The first came in 1960 when DP excesses proved too much 
for the old elites and brought forth a military coup to 
protect Ataturk's reforms. The second was Cyprus. 

Turkey's problems with Greece over Cvprus were bad enough, 
but when compounded by Western unwillingness to understand 
the Turkish viewpoint thev multiplied. The 'Johnson Letter' 
(1964) , an ill-advised and poorly worded slap-in- the-f ace for 
a faithful ally, marked a starting Doint from which relations 
with the West began to be seriously questioned. Following 
this bv ten years, the arms embargo served to further cool 
Turkish relations with the West. 

Nearly simultaneously, the Arab oil embargo occurred. 
Coupled with spiraling prices, this caused what may prove to 
be irreparable damage to the Turkish economy. In addition to 
the direct effect on the balance of trade, the embargo — 
through its equal effect in Western Europe — caused Turkish 
gastarbeiteren to find themselves unemployed and forced to 
return home. 

All these problems served to emphasize the questionable 
value of close alignment with the West and western methods, 
and to heighten the sense of unrest among the populace at 
large. 
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Again, crisis prompted some to seek solace from a higher 
authority. Politicians, using religion as a vehicle for 
gaining votes, openly pandered to the still largely unsecu- 
larized populace — especially in rural areas. The National 
Salvation Party (NSP) is a prime example of this. This 
sudden interest in Islam differed from any previous ones 
during the republic in that even government officials jumped 
on the bandwagon hoping to gain mileage with their long-lost 
Islamic (read: 'oil-producing') brethren, as well as with 

the rural voter. Despite the outward appearance of use of 
religion solely for domestic and foreign political gain, 
the response of the voters to these ploys must be considered 
evidence of some popular chord beinq struck. 

The question then of this paper is: "Is Islam an influ- 

ence in Turkey today?" By tracing historical development in 
the form of law, elite growth and attitudes, political 
parties and elections, and the sociological aspects of every- 
day life, Islam will indeed be shown to be a force in Turkey 
after more than fifty years of secular reform and westerniza- 
tion. 

Islam is seen as a power by the public officials who 
co-opt it and by the politicians who attempt to exploit it. 
More important, Islam is an inborn part of every Muslim Turk 
whose parents, grandparents, etc. for nearly a thousand 
years have been taught that Islam is a way — the way — of life. 
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II. CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN TURKEY 



It is fitting for even a brief study of a nation's poli- 
tical life to begin with the law of the land. With the 
brief exception of the first period of the Ottoman Constitu- 
tion (1876-1878) , until 1908 the alleged basis for government 
in Ottoman Turkey was the Shari 1 a . In that year (190 8) , 

Sultan Abdulhamid II, in response to pressure from the Young 
Turks, restored the constitution which he had earlier sus- 
pended. 

The next in the line of Turkish constitutions was a brief 
and extremely general document dated 20 January 1921. This 
was followed in turn on 20 April 1924 with the "Constitution 
of the Republic of Turkey" . This constitution was amended 
on four occasions to incorporate the expanded realm of Kemalist 
reforms and ultimately was rewritten in 1945 to incorporate 
those amendments as well as the Latinized alphabet by then 
in widespread use — at least officially — throughout the country. 

Presently, "The Constitution of the Turkish Republic", 
promulgated on 9 July 1961, is the basic law of the land. 

In the following pages, points of continuity and change in 
the development of the concept of constitutional government 
in Turkey from the Shari ' a to the present will be briefly 
explored — with a special eye toward the impact of Islam 
upon that development. 
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A. CONCEPT OF GOVERNMENT 



The concept of government in Turkey is that of a highly 
centralized entity manipulating the many-lengthed strings 
required to control the day-to-day functions of the state in 
all its aspects. This is nearly as true under the Constitu- 
tion of 1961 as it was under Abdul Hamid II or Selim III. 

This concept of a strong central government has pervaded the 
development of government-by-law in Turkey since pre-Tanzimat 
times and has been strongly influenced by the nation's 
Islamic heritage. According to Kemal Karpat: 

The Ottoman concepts of government and authority, 
strongly influenced by classical Islamic thought, had 
been devised in conformity with the requirements of 
power. The Ottoman rulers seemed to have a realistic 
understanding of power and of the role of human groups. 

The Muslim citizen was loyal to the state for it was 
synonomous with his faith. . .Throughout the reformist 
era, beginning with Selim III and ending with Ataturk, 
governments in Turkey were extremely careful not to 
tamper with those essential bonds which tied the 
Muslim citizen to the state. 1 

One example of this tendency to centralized control is 
found in the area of vilayet (provincial) administration. 

By 1808, provincial notables had achieved sufficient promi- 
nence that one of their number, Bayraktar Mustafa Pa?a, had 
become the first of them to ascend to the position of Grand 
Vizir. He, realizing the possible destabilizing effect of 
effect of these powerful forces in the hinterlands, attempted 



Vernal H. Karpat, ed. , Social Change and Politics in 
Turkey: A Structural-Historical Analysis (Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1973), p. 326. 
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to promulgate the Sened-i-Ittifak (Document of Agreement) . 

Under this document, the Sultan would have granted a certain 

degree of autonomy to the provincial notables, and they in 

return would have pledged allegiance to him. Due to the 

reluctance of either side to yield portions of their power 

or privileges, the agreement went unsigned; but it does 

represent the first formal document whereby the Sultan 

2 

attempted to gain control over the provinces. 

As time progressed, so did attempts at central govern- 
ment control in the provinces. In 1864, a new Vilayet Law 
was promulgated providing a quasi-representative form of 
government; but it should be noted, the Vali (governor) and 
numerous other provinical and local officials were appointed 
by the central government. ^ As the effects of this law 



2 

For divergent views on the value of Sened-i-Ittifak , 

Cf Suna Kili, Turkish Constitutional Developments and 
Assembly Debates on the Constitutions of 1924 and 1961 
(Istanbul: Robert College Research Center, 1971) , p"I 12; 

and Stanford J. Shaw and Ezel Rural Shaw, History of the 
Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey , vol. 2 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1977) , p. 2. 

3 

Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey , 2nd ed. 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1968, 1968), p. 388. 
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